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El Salvador: Bulletin On Human Rights Abuses
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, September 25, 1987
EL RESCATE, an independent organization based in Los Angeles, collects and distributes
information on human rights abuses and activities to remedy or protest the same. In the following,
a recent bulletin by EL RESCATE is summarized. (For more information, contact the El Rescate
Human Rights Department, 2675 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90006, ph. 213/387-0460.
Human rights hotline, ph. 213/388-7040.) Dateline: September 10, 1987 ** Jorge Salvador Ubao,
General Secretary of the Coordinating Committee of National University Workers, kidnapped
Sept. 1 by heavily armed men in civilian clothes. As of Sept. 10, his whereabouts remain unknown.
** Lucia del Carmen Menjivar Vasquez, one of two members of the Committee of Mothers
(FECMAFAM) captured on Sept. 3 (and released Sept. 8), was presented with a list of 15 other
members of the Committee and told that they were the next to be captured. The police also
questioned Vasquez about the home address in Mexico of the Committee of Mothers international
representative. ** On Sept. 9 at 6 a.m., a battalion of Hacienda (Treasury) Police numbering some
450 men entered the Bethania Refuge, located in Zaragosa, La Libertad department. The security
agents had violated an agreement between the Catholic Church and the government specifying
that troops could not enter the refuge without prior authorization from the Archdiocese. Most of
the soldiers were heavily armed, and dressed in black, complete with black face masks or black
paint smeared on their faces. During this virtual occupation, the police searched the premises, and
photographed residents and objects in the refuge office which they refused to identify. The police
refused to specify the purpose of the search when questioned by international church volunteers
on the scene, and would not identify the commander in charge. [This incident marked the second
large-scale assault upon the Bethania Refuge in the last three months. On June 4, at about 6:30 a.m.,
a large detachment of soldiers led by Col. Roberto Rodriguez Murcia from the Cavalry Brigade
stationed on the Pan American Highway some 25 km. east of San Salvador entered the refuge for
three hours. At that time, they conducted a room-to-room search with dogs and metal detectors,
while a military camera crew (COPREFA) filmed refuge residents. They reportedly found nothing in
the search. In another incident on Aug. 25, some 25 soldiers from the First Brigade in San Salvador
entered the Catholic Church refuge San Jose Calle Real at dawn, with the objectives of conducting a
house-to-house search, and compiling a census of the displaced population. This, too, was in direct
violation of the Church-government agreement. International church volunteers were present at
the time of the incursion, but were unable to prevent the searches and interrogation of persons
residing in six houses on the grounds of the refuge. On Aug. 27 at 3 a.m., a bomb destroyed the
day nursery at the Lutheran Church's "Fe y Esperanza" Refuge, a former displaced persons camp
recently converted into an orphanage. Miraculously, no one was hurt, since the 50 children sleep
in the camp's row-houses and are in the nursery only during daytime hours.] ** During the Aug.
29-Sept. 10 period, Salvadoran troops detained numerous displaced persons in the departments
of La Paz, Chalatenango, Usulutan, and Cabanas. Examples of these incidents appear below. Aug.
29: Jose Antonio Jovel Martinez, 23, a member of ANTA (National Association of Agricultural
Workers) captured by the FRAN Batallion in the village of El Marronito, Zacatecoluca, in Usulutan.
Sept. 1: From about 7 to 10 a.m., six A-37s and six helicopter gunships bombed and strafed the
"casarios" (hamlets) of Aguacate pertaining to the canton (village) of Zapote, and Los Planes, which
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pertains to Santa Marta canton. Several homes were demolished. Both villages are located in the
Villa Victoria district, Cabanas department. In Aguacate, a bomb destroyed the home of Catalino
Laines, who suffered minor injuries. Three other civilians were injured. Victorino Escobar, 55, died
when a bomb destroyed his home in Los Planes. Three members of his family were injured in the
bombing. [Some 80 families live in the Santa Marta area, most of whom have returned to El Salvador
in recent months through a program sponsored by the the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR). The repatriated persons derive from the Mesa Grande Refugee Camp in
Honduras. All victims in this incident had been repatriated from Mesa Grande. Santa Marta is
one of five sites proposed by the refugees in Mesa Grande for a "massive repatriation" program
planned for the next few months. The refugees have requested assistance from private humanitarian
agencies and the Archdiocese of San Salvador to facilitate return to their places of origin. The
bombing incident was reported to Tutela Legal, which began a special investigation Sept. 2.] Sept.
2: Julia Esperanza was captured in Chalatenango by the 4th Infantry Brigade, and charged with
being the mother of a guerrilla. Under UNHCR auspices, she and 35 others from the Mesa Grande
camp in Honduras had been relocated in Chalatenango. Sept. 6: While collecting wood in his corn
field, Adan Elias Rivera, 32, disappeared near San Jose las Flores, Chalatenango. He was taken
by parachutists in the process of landing troops in the area. Sept. 7: At 8:00 am, displaced persons
Rosalio Ruiz, Marcelo Contreras, Pedro Juan Sanchez, and Juan Antonio Hernandez were captured
at San Carlos Lempa junction in Usulutan by the Jucuaran Batallion. They were carrying documents
from a seminar on the rights of the civilian population in the context of armed conflict, including
a copy of the Salvadoran political constitution. Sept. 8: At 8:30 am, Miguel Herrera (member of
the national directive body of the Christian Committee of Displaced Persons-CRIPDES), Alicia
Gonzalez, Bartolo Cornejo, and Francisco Rodrigo were taken into custody at a military checkpoint
on the coast of Usulutan at Salinas de Sisiguayo. They were en route to the town of Usulutan to
protest the Sept. 7 incident. Other persons accompanying them were reportedly detained for several
hours at the checkpoint and beaten. Sept. 8: At 10:00 a.m., Marta Mejia, 22, was captured in San Jose
las Flores by the 1st military division under the orders of Colonel Benjamin Canjura. Sept. 10: 37
members of CRIPDES were captured at 1:00 am by the sixth infantry brigade, under the command of
Inocente Montano. The 37 were in the Santa Catalina Cathedral, in the town of Usulutan, protesting
the captures of the eight displaced persons in Usulutan on Sept. 7-8. Sept. 10: Two members of the
CRIPDES office staff in San Salvador were taken into custody. [As of late Sept. 10, displaced persons
captured on Sept. 7-8 had been released, with the exception of Miguel Herrera.]
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